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T Ty COVID19 HAS NOT STOPPED JUDGE DWYER AND SHELBY COUN
DRUG COURT

March 23, 2020 is the day that Shelby County COWprotocol called for Drug Court opera-
tions go online and virtual rather tharparson to reduce the spread of the virus. Among the ma
essential workers that kept our nation going was Judge Tim Dwyer, who continued to appear |
bench every day to conduct judicial business. Like most of the nation, Drug Court participant:
and treatment providers had to establish and execute a hew way to coordinate addiction treat
ment remotely while adhering to the TN Supreme Court guidance and National Association of
FO'—'—OW US OINBRA Court Professionals (NADCP) best practices. Predictably, SCDC participants, staff, and treatn
\ y v providers successfully transitioned into video calls, telehealth groups, zoom meetings, and lirr
court appearances with the requisite facial coverings and social distance. Many Drug Court p¢
pants continued working in essential job positions in grocery stores, carryout food service, wa
houses, and as delivery workers; a proud moment for the Drug Court team and its participants
continue serving and improving their community.
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Tim Dwyer

Judge Dwyer and the Drug Court team continue weekly status meetings with treatment provid
from Serenity and HART Center.

COVID19 also did not stop the Mystic
Krewe of Pegasusd don
SCDC on May 17, 2020. SCDC is honored to
be the recipient of such a generous award.
Visit their website for information about the
organization and upcoming events at https://
www.pegasusmemphis.org/ And follow them
on Facebook to learn about their happenings:
https://www.facebook.com/
mystickreweofpegasusmemphis/


https://drugcourt.shelbycountytn.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/Shelby-County-Drug-Court-Foundation-247291638617452/
https://twitter.com/shelbycodrugcrt

COURT TEAM STAYS CONNECTED...

The Reconnect Community App funded by the state of Tennessee, helped Drug
Court case managers and participants stay connected with special features like
ideo calling, text messaging, and grjoup
Safer At Home order when in -person court sessions were suspended to help re-
duce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. The Reconnect Community App has
proven itself an excellent resource for program participants to stay informed about court

dates, schedule updates, group updates, and office visits with their assigned counselor. Tech-
nology like this app along with Zoom, and Skype kept face -to-face conversations going dur-
ing the past year, along with traditional emails, text messaging, and phone calls.
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Nick Ayers

Exit session on Zoom with Drug Court graduates in May 20:

Weekly staffing on Zoom with Drug
Court staff and Serenity in March 2020

March 2021 Graduation on Zoom featuring
Drug Court graduates, HART Center, and new
counselors Carletta Curry, Abby Gardner, and
Benton Moss!



